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Tips for Teaching Reading 

 

Reading Tip #1:  Be sure students buy the book. 
If you want students to read the book, make clear that you require students to purchase the 
book. Bring your own copy to the first class to show them. Set a deadline and check to be sure 
they bring the book to class on the assigned day.  (Note:  many students have been able to get 
by without reading the text or have heard that college professors require them to buy books 
they then don’t use.  Asking everyone to show a textbook helps counter these ideas.) 
 
Reading Tip #2:  Survey the book 
On the day you require students to bring the book to class, spend some time asking them to 
open it and survey the sections.  Be sure they know about major divisions (table of contents, 
glossary, index, appendices, charts, answers, etc.) and the general layout of each chapter (study 
questions, vocabulary, case studies, etc.), as well as how to use each section. 

Reading Tip #3: Tell students what you want 
Let students know what you want them to gain from the reading:  every detail? main idea? 
overall concepts?  Is there any part they should always read thoroughly? any part they don’t 
need? sections they should skim? 
 
Reading Tip #4:  Mark useful sections 
Suggest that students mark sections with sticky notes or permanent markers so they can easily 
find the sections they will frequently need (glossary, source documents, answers, etc.)  One 
way to do this is by example: Mark your own book and show them what you’ve done. 

 Reading Tip #5: Connections build comprehension and memory 
Encourage students to make connections to content and ideas from their other courses, and, 
where applicable, to their own experiences. 
 
Reading Tip #6: Don’t rush away! 
Use the last 2 minutes of class to remind students to look over the reading for the next class 
before they come back, and let them know what you expect them to gain from the reading.  
Students found this tip particularly helpful. (Sometimes this technique helps to quell the rush to 
pack up and get out, even as the instructor is finishing the class.  Students are annoyed at not 
being able to hear valuable information, and will hush the early packers.) 
 

Reading Tip #7: Keep that book 
Emphasize the long use of the textbook. Although this is not true for every discipline, some 
textbooks have a life use beyond the course.  Students may want to keep grammar books, 
reference books for specific disciplines, math books, and similar texts for future reference.  New 
ones will only get more expensive! 
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Reading Tip #8: Use multi-sensory techniques 
Put charts, maps, pictures, up on classroom walls (hint:  go look at the science classrooms).  
Bring in examples of what students read about (art, materials, models, etc.).  Play speeches, 
sounds, music that connect to the material (YouTube is great for this).  These aids help students 
make connections and emphasize using all areas of brain processing used in learning:  
visual, oral, aural, kinesthetic. 


